Hackney Refugee Forum 
Wednesday  26th January at HCVS 

Chairs Report 

Speaker: Ali Aksoy – HREF Chair 
· Cuts and their effects 

· HRF activities including AGM attended by over 100. Elections. Employment support activities. 9 individuals helped into sustainable employment since Sept. 

· Grants applied for £35, 000 from LB Hackney Council. We have received second approval of the grant and waiting for last approval If successful start April. 

· We have organised a large meeting and 5 focus groups in different themes to attract over 100 participated from different migrant and refugee communities in Migrant Strategy work. After 4 years lobbying if this strategy work is accepted by the council and they will have divert investments into migrant and refugee work if they agreed final written strategy. 

· Involved in “Hackney: Borough of Sanctuary” for minorities initiative which will be a launch at Arcola Theatre on 12 March 2011. 

· ESOL cuts. How can one integrate into society without learning language? Only those on job seekers allowance to get free ESOL education. No one else. RASM community members have to pay £1,250 if want daytime classes or £880 for evening. This also impacts on teachers who will lose jobs. Therefore, our next meeting in March will be on “ESOL employment and health affects”. 

Notes from Housing issues and the impact on health discussion session

Speaker: Remi Osadiya , Housing Demand Manager, Housing Needs Division, LBH

· See attached presentation. 
Comments from audience: 

· People were suffering before the cuts.Overcrowding has been going on for over 20 years. 

· Demolition and renewal ongoing. Finsbury Park Homeless Project had been in a Hackney building for 20 years which was then demolished. Three years on and still only concrete there. Yet no new building is given to the project. One that has provided services for the last 27 years and are receiving no help from Hackney. 

Speaker: Martin Harris from Thames Reach

· Thames Reach work with the homeless and the vulnerable and get them into housing. Aim is to have an end to homelessness by 2012. 

· A main project of ours is Green House Walk-in whose funding is under threat. Service offers health, welfare and advice. Service may close or be remodeled. 

· Mental Health – many homeless are affected. It starts with depression and then becomes exacerbated by the situation they are in. They come to GreenHouse terrified and say ‘I have nowhere to sleep tonight’. It affects physical health too. 

· TB – many clients on streets and living in squats with poor ventilation get infected with TB. 

· Substance use – unsafe injection practices are common. There is a risk of clots that can kill. 
· GreenHouse, City and Hackney PCT, St Mungos and others have provided an integrated service of housing, welfare and benefits advice. Also GPs, alcohol support-services, specialist alcohol team, and Lifeline dealing with substance misuse.

· In Hackney there are not that many people sleeping on the streets, in facts small numbers. The last ‘street count’ there were 4 or 5. This is because people are moving around a lot. From floors to squats, sofas etc. GreenHouse helped 40-50% of those seen into the private sector. 
Information Exchange 
· HM Revenue & Customs have an Education and Advice team that work with businesses and the self-employed. They offer free advice surgeries and bespoke sessions for organizations. They will be doing 2 sessions with HRF, one with Migrant organizations on 14th March and one with those interested in self-employment on 26 March.  

· The Learning Trust, ESOL Advice Service are asking for equalities Impact assessment of ESOL cuts. At the Learning Trust referrals are up 10% on last year for the ESOL advice service.  

