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City & Hackney Health & social Care Forum response to: 

· Healthy lives, healthy people: our strategy for public health in England – White Paper consultation 
· Healthy lives, healthy people: consultation on the funding and commissioning routes for public health 
· Healthy lives, healthy people: transparency in outcomes - proposals for a public health outcomes framework

City & Hackney Health & Social Care Forum is a network  with over 250 member organisations working for health & wellbeing in City & Hackney. We: 

· Regret that the system is being changed as locally it was working well with public health making significant improvements and working in partnership with both the Voluntary & Community Sector and the LINk

· An example of this is  the way the JSNA was co produced with full involvement of our members and LINk’s in its production

 

· See the  move to  GP commissioning as an unnecessary  burden to be faced by all of us in this time of constraints, from a VCS perspective it means we need to devote time & energy into developing new relationships when we are already facing reduced capacity and increased need from clients .

 
· Are concerned that GP consortia have little  accountability and no duty to involve VCS and community groups or health watch and have little  incentives to engage in work to  promote public health

 

· In the context of the above, are  glad that public health is going to the Local Authority & will have a ring fenced budget but concerned that the duty has been fragmented between Local Authority & Public Health England

 

· Are disappointed that the Health & Wellbeing Board  does not have a duty to involve the  Voluntary & Community Sector 

 

· Are concerned re lack of scrutiny re work of health & wellbeing board

 

· Welcome the health premium but are concerned that disadvantaged areas only receive additional if they make progress as many factors can affect this (the wider economic conditions/ benefit cuts) and the populations should not be further disadvantaged by disinvestment because of this

 

· The cuts imposed on local authorities that will  affect  front line statutory and voluntary sector provision  will have an detrimental effect on public health and since the cuts  are worse in poor area’s that were more reliant on central government grants it is likely that the divide in health between rich and poor will increase.
 

· The cuts imposed on individuals on benefits will have a detrimental effect on public health as above, 
· Overall we believe it is likely  that the cuts  outlined above will increase  the divide in health between rich and poor.  We should be able to measure this as we have a very good analysis of the current picture.
 

